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Assistant General Counsel - X.S 

Correspondence with Hr. Weisberg 


Archivist of the United States - ft 


Pursuant to your raeaorandum of October 27, we have reviewed both of 
your proposed responses to Hr. Vaisberg's "request" for access to " 
copies of the Secret Service transmittal letters involving copies of 
the so-called "memorandum of transfer" of the Kennedy autopsy material. 

It is the opinion of this office that either the release or retention 
of these transmittal letters is legally supportable, the latter based 
on the exemption cited at 5 U.S.G. 552(b)(5). From a legal standpoint, 
we are willing to concur on the alternative you select as a matter of 
policy. 

inherently, this office has no objection to the release of the contents 
of the Secret Service letters. The only problem we anticipate is 
subsequent requests for other documents referenced in the transmittal 
letters, access to which might be a stickier problem. 

Should you decide to withhold the letters, we would change the seconds 
sentence of your draft response to read: . . as inter-ageacy letters 

which would not be available by law to a private party in litigation 
with the agency." 


t cjX gn^d ) David C . Fisher, 7r» 

> a 'robeht j. yocx 

I Assistant General Counsel 


cc: 

Official File - LR 



LS 

LG 

LR(2) 


LR:SGarf inkel : jp 11/14/72 



DBA? 


Dear Mr. Vaisberg: 


This is in reply to voter letter of October 12, 1972. 

Ve have an electrostatic copy and the original of the Government 
copy of the memorandum of transier of the material relating to 
the autopsy of President Kennedy. The Secret Service transmittal 
letters relating to these documents are vithheld from research 
under the terms of 5 U.S.C. 552, subsection (b) ( 5 ), as inter- 
agency letters vhich vould not be available by law to a private 
party in litigation with the agency. As you know, the Kennedy 
family's copy of the "memorandum of transfer" is held for safe- 
keeping by the Rational Archives and Records Service, hut it is 
still the property of the Kennedy family. It was used by the panel 
of doctors who reviewed the material relating to the autopsy of 
President Kennedy ior Attorney General Ramsey Clark. Ro cony of 
the memorandum has been used by any other researcher. 


Sincerely, 



